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Dowry document, 1894, of Esther née Eli on the
occasion of her wedding to Rafael Maimaran.
Attached to this inventory is a list of those who
gave generously to the nuptials of the bride, who
was an orphan. Originally the dowry document

was in Ladino, in cursive script.

Translation: Ephraim Levi — from cursive script to Hebrew
letters in Ladino, Raphael Maimaran from Ladino to Hebrew.
with thanks to the Maimeran family
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Yitzhak and Haya (Vida) Cohen with
their children Yaffa and Ezra. When they

married he was 53 and she was 13.
With thanks to the Cohen family
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Marriage certificate of Rabbi
Zonenfeld and his wife
Matilda. December 1932. The
age difference between the

two was 30 years.
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Thumbprint signature by a woman agreeing to
her husband taking a second wife in addition to
herself, 1930s

With thanks to the Jerusalem Municipal Archives
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.Portrait, Berkeley: University of California Press, 1994, pp. 10-11
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Dowry and betrothal gifts

“Betrothal period was marked by the sending
of gifts from both parties. On holidays and
festivals the fiancé would send his bride trays
of sweetmeats with an attached ornament... and
so on and so forth... while the fiancée did not
lag behind her betrothed, and she too sent him
presents such as a Book of Esther where the
scroll was in a silver case, a prayer shawl bag

embroidered with the bridegroom’s name.”
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Betrothal contract and terms (tenaim)
Between Levana Hasson born in Hebron And Yosef Sitton born in the Old City of
Jerusalem, 1938
For the bride, signatory her father Shlomo Hasson And for the bridegroom,
signatories his father Rabbi Yomtov Sitton and his oldest son David Both are
Sephardi families considered to have originated in the city of Toledo, Spain.
Following the Expulsion the Hasson family emigrated to the island of Rhodes,
Greece, and in the 16™ century immigrated to Eretz Israel and settled in the city
of Hebron.
The Sitton (Sithon) family belongs to the Sefores Francos, who came to Aleppo in

the 18™ century and from there moved to the Old City of Jerusalem.
Hagai Sitton, Attorney-at-Law

With thanks to the Sitton family
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As soon as the marriage ceremony was over, Mazal and Eliyahu Mizrahi got into a horse-drawn
carriage and set off for Jaffa to celebrate their honeymoon.

In her finest bridal attire, in high spirits and overjoyed, on this trip the bride took with her a
trunk — the wooden chest which had been in the family for generations. This stylish item was
decorated with elegant copper bands.

Into the trunk the bride placed her silk undergarments and the decorated apparel that she had
deftly embroidered over many days since she was a little girl. She had prepared everything for
this long awaited day on which she could proudly show her husband and his family what she
had fashioned with her own hands.

In those days the way to Jaffa was a winding and uneven road. The carriage had to stop
frequently in order to water the horses, as well as to feed them and let them rest.

The first day finished at the khan or caravanserai at Bab el-Wad (today’s Sha'ar Hagai), where
the party spent the night.

When they reached the roadside inn the trunk was still with them. But in the night it was
conjured away by an unknown person. Of all its content all that the fresh new bride retained
was the memory of its magnificent embroidered creations and her recollection of the soft,
sweet-smelling fabrics that had been in the trunk and were gone for ever.

As children we all absorbed our mother’s pain and disappointment. The trunk, which we had
never ever seen, was indelibly etched in our imaginations as a lost magic chest.

Aviva Scher nee Mizrachi
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Once a girl reached marriageable age and nuptials were spoken of, her parents
gave her a wedding chest (hope chest). In it she kept her trousseau, the gifts she
received from the groom and the embroidered items that she made during her
leisure time. Throughout her entire lifetime she would use the wedding chest to
store the family’s clothes.

Wood and metal wedding chest | Early 20™ century
Donated by Matilda Serarno | Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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Roll of cloth with lace edging

Used to sew and prepare the dowry
Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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“These shops would be visited by mothers and daughters who
were going to be wed in order to choose the materials from
which would be sewn the dresses that the bride would wear
on each of the seven days of the wedding celebrations, each
individual dress having its own individual purpose”...

(Ya’akov Yehoshua, Jerusalem of Yesteryear, p. 96).
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Dowry items
Lace tablecloth and three embroidered kerchiefs

Donated by Aviva Scher in memory of her mother-in-law Antoinette
Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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Dowry item: lace embroidery
Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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gold-embroidered shawl, 1930s
With thanks to the Maimaran family
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Festive black kerchief adorned with geometrical designs

Donated by the Rotem family | Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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D171 171 =171 b0 Dowry item: embroidered curtain
17017 W'Y W1 211U IXN IXTIN Q0IR - Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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TNID INAWN NN Donated by the Porat family
1727 W'Y W 1MW XN IXTIN QDIX  Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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Festive dress with pulled thread embroidery, Early 20" century
Donated by the Bickernfeld family | Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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Embroidered blouse
Donated by the Levy family | Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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A Jerusalem custom was for the future bride to give

her groom'’s family a picture that she had designed and
embroidered herself. The stitchwork spoke volumes about the
bride’s superior qualities, such as nimbleness and deftness,
perseverance, self-discipline, planning, patience, and more.
Below the family photograph: Picture with images of the

family’s children in oval medallions, Early 20" century
Donated by the Cohen Amarillo family
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Picture of a peacock, considered a

talisman of longevity 1914
Donated by Tehiya Sapir | Isaac Kaplan Old
Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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Presents for the Bride
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11727 W'y Mion1 0'0'wIn  Jewelry and hair combs for bride
170{7 W'V (W1 11T IXN IXTIN QDIX Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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11M07 OX 7w 017N 12 N7va nwinl meaw  Copper chain with 12 mother-of-pearl medallions
179{7 W'Y 1W 1 IXN IRTIN NOIX [ 1717w mw Inn Donated by Sarah Shynin | Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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Bride's jewelry box, silver
Apparently from one of the communities in Syria or Egypt

The master craftsman depicted a utopian Jerusalem
With thanks to the Ezri family
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1727 NVID1 D'DWON NUAT  Jewelry box and ring for bride
17917 W'V W1 WX IRTIN NDIR |saac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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D™™¥N 0'N1A1DIN 71X Wallet decorated with painted flowers
1797 W'Y (W W IXN JIXRTIN NDIX  Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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20771 XN YR ,11A7'2 1wy 120 Filigree-work brooch, Early 20t century
1727 W'V (W 2111 XN IRTIN NDIX  Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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Presents for the bridegroom

Visiting card box made of olive wood with the

name Jerusalem engraved on it
Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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“At that time the custom was for the bride to send the

) » DOWYY y "’ . . .
nN7Y 173 W7V 307 77 TN 0071 bridegroom before the wedding a watch and a shtreimel and a

“1P901 HNRIOWI YW 19NN DTIP JNNNY
(01 nY , MmNy NWIYY ,13Mann)

prayer shawl (tallit)
(Hamburger, Three Worlds, p. 59)

D Myw  pocket watch's
179{7 WV W1 1w XN IXTIN QDX Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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201N 1UoNN, N7 Mo nonl7 - Cigarette box for bridegroom, cover decorated with engraving

MNY 113 '2¥117'X (1721 with a doe and a gazelle against a backdrop of vegetation
1727 W'V (W1 111 XN IRTIN NDIX - Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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Etrog box, beginning of 20™ century

Carved olive wood, postcards and conch shell
Made by Meir Rozin

Gift of Mrs. Aliza Wolloch
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Shtreimel and shtreimel box
Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection

“The gifts from the bride’s father to the bridegroom were
N2IN XN 3722 70 ])’lﬂ‘? N1 7aR Hv Mannn”

ant ywy Hnrown ,nhon om
(53 70y 7Y DYV, TVIY)

semi-obligatory: the tallit, the shtreimel and the gold watch.”
(Shushan, My Jerusalem, p. 53).
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Menorah from the home of Kochava and

Avraham Maimeran
with thanks to the Maimeran family
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Assilver goblet given to Avraham and Rivka on the day of their nuptials

The date of the event is engraved on the goblet: 10 Kislev 1947
Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection

“01N1 X1 7170 17V N0 Y1)

A silver goblet on which are engraved the words “Health and life”
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A Book of Esther, a scroll in a silver case
With thanks to the Tanji family
Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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Tallit (prayer shawl) bag
This tallit bag was sewn and embroidered by the late Kochava Maimaran for her
fiancé, the late Avraham Maimaran, on the occasion of their wedding in 1936.
Generally tallit bags were sewn and embroidered by the mother of the family.
Alternatively, they were made by brides if they were sufficiently skilled at
sewing, embroidery and needlework. The bags were presented as betrothal
or wedding gifts, or to a boy when he reached barmitzvah age. Generally the
recipient’s names were also embroidered on the bag.
Yochi Meridor née Maimaran
With thanks to the Maimaran family
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D10 117X 201 7w 11770im 11v7oi i7'm Tallit and the Tallit bag of Rabbi Elihu Pardes
D10 1INAwn MaTX1 - With thanks to the Pardes family
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Sidur (prayer book), Korban Mincha
With thanks to the Ben-Moshe
Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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Sidur (prayer book), leather bound, with relief of
Tower of David, 1946

Published by Rabbi Amram Aburabia
With thanks to the Avivi family
Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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Invitations

“These were word-of-mouth invitations which
were issued instead of the invitation cards or
announcements in the papers that are today’s

custom... Not every individual would be given

such a role... The persons who presented
these spoken invitations had to possess special
attributes, such as the ability to articulate clearly
and agreeably, with a pleasant mien and a

lighthearted way with words.”
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DITIN 1IN0 7V .X"NON 1881 0'7W11', 701111 1'7 N01T  and Yehudit bat Yosef Leib Rosental, Jerusalem 1881

TINOWN 7V 711721 NN 7Y TAT7N1 121,172 'IX

1'Wil7 DI'NTNN DANNN . TIA00 7IN7 TIDWR
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Invitation to the wedding of Elihu ben Nissim Ezra Hayun

The signatory on the invitation is the bride’s father, possibly

17071 INAWN1 NN indicating that separate invitations were sent out by the

717271 11 1"YN7 177 7V TV TN71 NN bridegroom’s family and that of the bride.

.0MX¥YXY  from a Sephardi family.
DN TINOWN TR With thanks to the Gross family

The invitation also indicates the interesting fact that the
bride is from an Ashkenazi family, while the bridegroom is
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Invitation to the wedding of Esther Devorah daughter of
Rahamim Yosef Haim of Prague to Shem Tov Hacohen,
Jerusalem 1882. The invitation is designed along the lines of a

ketuba (Yachin and Boaz columns, holy sites and apt verses).
With thanks to the Gross family
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Invitation to the wedding of Yosef Haim Iluz and Yocheved bat
Moshe Aharon Shlush, Jerusalem 1896

The invitation is printed, but there is room for a handwritten
addition. The invitation is written in a florid style: “If you would
do me the honour of coming to my abode to partake of the
glee on the day of my nuptials to my beloved..."

The invitation is decorated like a ketuba, with a medallion
showing the tomb of maimonies, the Temple columns of
Yachin and Boaz, and is interspersed with apt verses. The
joined hands on the invitation symbolize the joining of the

two families.
With thanks to the Gross family
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Invitation to the wedding of Hannah and Shlomo Yellin,
Jerusalem 1907.

Hannah, the daughter of David and Ita Yellin, married her uncle
Shlomo at the Kaminitz Hotel. The decoration on the invitation is

restrained, with a pair of birds next to the married couple’s initials.
With thanks to Beit Yellin, Motza.
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Invitation to the wedding of Esther Valero and Nissim
Kukia, Jerusalem, 1911. The invitation is ornamented
with the couple’s initials and a pair of birds. The

wedding took place at the Hotel Amdursky.
With thanks to the Yad Izhak Ben Zvi Photo Archives.
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Invitation to the wedding of Oholiav Haim Gul and Mazal
Tov Bey, Jerusalem, beginning of 20™ century. The invitation
is decorated with cypresses and amphorae brimming over
with flowers (a symbol of prosperity, wealth and fertility). The
initials of the bride and bridegroom appear at the top of the

invitation together with the abbreviation for mazal tov.
With thanks to the Gross family
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Invitation to the wedding of Yosef ben Hava Duarobi and
Malka bat David Duarobi, Old City of Jerusalem, beginning
of 20t century

The invitation is decorated with a Magen David in which is
a Zion stamp and an illumination of Jerusalem. Next to the
Magen David are the initials of the young couple’s names.
This would appear to be a marriage between relatives, a

common occurrence at the time.
With thanks to the Gross family
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Invitation to wedding of Reizel and Avraham Grinberg, 1910

The invitation is designed like a ketuba, with Yachin and Boaz
columns and a medallion with the Western Wall, round which are
apt verses. The wedding took place at 3 o'clock in an institution’s
courtyard. In order to economize on the wedding expenses, the
poor of Jerusalem had a custom of marrying on Friday afternoon

before Shabbat came in.
With thanks to Malka Natansohn
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Invitation to the wedding of Moshe and Leibeh Monsohn, 1924.
The wedding took place on a Wednesday, at 3 p.m. European
time, at the groom'’s father's home in the courtyard of the

press (opposite the Or Hachayim Courtyard, today facing the
Museum). European harps and cellos appear in the decorative

illustration.
with thanks to the Barmatz family
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Invitation to the wedding of David Monsohn and
Sarah Gittel Rabinowitz, 1907. The wedding took place
on Friday at 9 Turkish time (according to a sun dial;

it was actually about 3 p.m.). The wedding banquet
took place Saturday night in the courtyard of the
press building (facing the Or Hachayim courtyard,
today facing the Museum). Invitation decorated with

drawings of Oriental musical instruments.
with thanks to the Barmatz family



A%= 9301 10A P ANBY P P 2 131 AT 13 30" T
; i 5] neoen AuEy &

FEE ST S e
&y o,

-y ‘ § “ll |I.

4 L - T

N “ N .
i f A ] Q £ il "‘ -
3 NN TR T SRR B R

B~ o 3>

L

ANo2 POM ANPY YMZ3 N 'O 1308 0713000 AT T W
BYIPYT ArRERY D

i heIma AR e

el Smats. PRI o

Asimen Abmas aton Ay

wr STIMND 9MAN o

nrEa -nx 43 SFE3 3TN VD YR OMNNA gy 1 EY3 AR AN en
nd naspand e i
DIMIZ ANEEI AXYD B3Y 3'P3 OIRERT AROES ATW

53380
A3 i Bty

TP EIPIINT T AOT (Rl ) vl &
I k1 b 1]
e e B R EIRE T Ty

11"D2 1701117 0N 01 2171 7w 1M1 ANAN7 Nt Invitation to wedding of the daughter of Rabbi Yosef Haim
TIX 71217 71170 ' .(1913 - Aun miw) Aun Zonenfeld, Jerusalem, 1913
ann '|1vn D11|7]-|1\)J L o) '|1N'|\JJ1]I—| Y NN With thanks to Edna Friedman
A171X27 QXYW TIX XDINT 07N
N7 ATV 717X

84



85

1913 D711 ,QVUT7TXR 7210 71'N1 7RIWT IRIW117 TINTH
YR .1INAWN N7 170 7720 17060 . (YT NIY)
.000N7 7N02 N0 NVY7117 TN DT IIX'NYT TINTN
1i7'R MNOWN 7M1 TX

Invitation to wedding of Israel and Chaya Feiggle Adler.
Jerusalem 1913
with thanks to the lkan family
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Avraham Aharon Prag (b. 1870, d. 1921) was a scholar who while brilliant, not to say
eminent, was absolutely poverty-stricken. His older daughter Rachel was 16 when in
1906 he decided to marry her to a 17-year-old youth, Mordechai Hacohen. During these
days of the halukah, a young ultra-Orthodox couple with no trade or skills would be on
the breadline in an impoverished Jerusalem. The wording of the invitation reflects an
exceptional talent for writing, but even when accompanied by an illustrious dynasty this
did not constitute a reliable source of income. Not long after the wedding, following the
birth of a daughter and son, the bridegroom left for Germany, where he enlisted in the
army. At the time, it is true, there was large-scale emigration from Eretz Israel as a result
of the hunger and abysmal economic situation, but this was not the case here. The wife
worked in the kitchen of Miss Annie Landau’s school for the needy. This enabled her
to feed her children, but the family’s livelihood had to be provided by the grandfather.
However interesting and beautifully written an invitation, it was no guarantee of breakfast.
Adv. Moshe Ben Ari
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Invitation to the wedding of Mordechai Aharon

Hacohen and Rachel Heleviya, 1906
With thanks to Moshe Ben Ari, Adv.



B2 nomya
A% M9 om0

winoE oK Oy

e Y e e

uMPS TIONT 13N BRMAY el KR 'rraﬂp

WM U DAaNET en I aeeab S maa Al ‘:~. 23
OV TRERY Sres e

MYemEn Annan nhaa
YN XM
S% b 2 omEe
P29 B2 R0 DY
TR mopty et u WP

¥ 2y
w3

SATRY

b ros B
TE pHH#:""I‘l JKY RNz "I‘.l".J
*n e

930 38 mMas s

rn'i ohaas mﬂ} *"5-1.& b 'r"'j 2 *ﬁi.:‘t q"‘i'?

et

AR VLA

Lew-Weinstock  Jerusalem.

iEprE BES

710W1M1 777 71D 11V7 011 AINRY NN TNt
(X112 Y70 V1 TIW) 1925 0'7w1°

121 117702 7DV 1NI7IX D197 109710 1IN
TINTIN 71001 TNNYWXIN N1TIXT . 2VYN0 771100 DT
1TONT 1210 1IXAT7 IN'AT XN 1INw77 117107

U110 7TN7 077N TIX 711270 "1Imtva

V{71 7V 12717, 0'WIA Y'Y 227 Vi 12011 7' 1031
J7AXNN V{70 7V1 11271 DIWAYT A7N0Y NITIN0

71 VN7 My71nn 0'win” :0'wi17 inan mor7

UA0DINN T AT Y7107 OXIN1 XY 1¥N1
D1 NAYN TR

ISCan wnan e

e DA TIBY =S

&3 Brea

T

‘I"EH""“' a2 Jaans

a™BID BY 2B DIRERY J'I'I‘EEZ -1

nna

H gy B 7

E T TRD poy

Ty

YEN TYE3 N2 NN NENn

:“‘iv

1meatnt nomt

Invitation to the wedding of Simha Bonim Loew and Vita
Reizel Weinstock. Jerusalem 1925.

The invitation was printed by Zuckerman Printers and is
ornamented with a medallion containing a model of the
Western Wall. There is a handwritten note concerning
women's modesty, possibly in light of the permissiveness
that was beginning to appear and the campaign for women'’s
suffrage: “Women are requested to come suitably attired

pursuant to the laws of the Torah and moral precepts.”
With thanks to the Gross family
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NX1'D XN1711 701D X'D1T D71WN NNANY7 Nt Invitation to the wedding of Meshulam Zusia Twersky and
XWT1 1941 D'7W17,1"ITIXN1 - Blume Toyve Brandvein, Jerusalem 1941,
TN TINW 112'D0N{7X DY DTN 72172 1IRta The invitation is composed in the form of a rhyme where the
D'71IN'X1 7171X17 D010 012 DWY21WN1 172 initial letters spell out the names of the bridegroom and bride,
JINIXTI WX IN7¥N7  interspersed with longings for redemption and wishes for

T DU TIT7IN7 TOINA IR NITRI poth personal and national achievements and triumphs.
With thanks to Central Archives for the History of the Jewish People
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Yo wird hiermic bekannt gemacht, dags der Prougs
sische Stastsangehirigs Apotheker Josun Salomon, 25
Jehre alt, geboren in Jerusalem, woknhsf in Jernsalem ,
Hohn des Buehdruckers David Salomon, wohnhaft in
Jerosalem und dessen in Jerusalem versteebener Ehsferan,
Eva, geborensn Schapira.

und

die Hehifra Lbel Mendelschn, ohpe Staatsangahs.
rigkeit, ohne Gewerbe, 21 Jubre alt, gebeorn in Jornsalom,
wohnhaft inJerosulem, Tochter des in Chicago wohohaften
Eebbinera Mendel Lébel Mendelsohn ond dessen in Jernsa-
lem veratorbener Ehefran Basche Rifkn, geborenen K_Ekl.nqwj

beabaichtigen eich miteinander zu verheiraten o, die
Eha in Gemdisshert des Reichsgesstzos von 4 Mal 1870 vor
dem untergeichneten Heamten abiuschlisssen,

Jorasalem den 16 Fabruar 1904

Dor Kaiserlich Koosnl,

(L, 3.)
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Announcements in the 'Hahashkafa' newspaper of
February 1904 by Prussian government consul official
Schmidt on the wedding of Prussian subject pharmacist
Yehoshua Salomon son of the printer David Salomon to

Shifra Lebel Mendelson.
With thanks to the State Archives
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Announcements in the Hadashot Ahronot
newspapetr, issue 135, Friday 3 Elul 1936 on

couples splicing the nuptial knot.
With thanks to the Maimaran family
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Wedding apparel

“At that time there was a Jerusalem custom of
the bride sending the bridegroom before the
wedding a watch as well as a shtreimel and

a prayer shawl... And the bridegroom had to

send the bride a silk dress with gold embroidery
that was called the “bridal dress” or “house of
the soul” (stomacher).. The dress was a costly
affair because of the gold embroidery and the
work of interweaving the fringes and hand-made

flowers”...
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Amulet plate for bride, mid-19™ century, Iran.

In the middle of the plate is a Persian mythological figure,
with Jewish-Persian amulets in circles round it. Some
families would give food to the bride from the plate,
while others would lay her head on it like on a pillow as a

talisman to protect her against malevolent spirits.
With thanks to the Ezri family
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Embroidered hand towel
Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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Preparations for going to the mikveh on the evening
before the wedding. Mikveh shoes, combs, metal
basins, stone for removing hard skin from feet, and

patchwork cloth in which to wrap everything.
Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection






1T,)71N7 71'n *T11 Henna clothing for the bridegroom, India

My nINawn mMarra - With thanks to the Uzeri family
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Gold-embroidered henna apparel, Iran

The wedding ceremony is one of the most important
rites of passage in an individual's life. The custom of
embroidering wedding apparel with metallic thread
was designed to dazzle malevolent spirits and thereby

ward off the evil eye.
With thanks to the Ezri family
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The reason given for the henna celebration held by
Sephardi communities is that the Hebrew word comprises
the initial letters of a woman'’s traditional three duties:
making Shabbat bread or hallah, the nida laws of family
purity, and lighting Shabbat candles.
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These items are part of the traditional betrothal apparel for Jewish brides from the area of
Castile, Spain.

The jacket and belt are part of the betrothal costume of my late grandmother ,Yocheved
Aburabia nee Chalfon. The betrothal ceremony took place in Tetouan, Morocco, in the 1870s.
My grandmother’s family was from Castile, and with the Expulsion they emigrated to Tetouan in
Spanish Morocco. There they maintained the Castilian customs, including this traditional attire.
At the beginning of the 20" century my grandmother made aliya to Eretz Israel with most of
her relatives. This betrothal costume was one of the items that she brought with her. Originally
there was a matching skirt with similar couched golden-ribbon embroidery.

After Yocheved's death, two of her daughters — Victoria Nachmias and Kochava Maimaran -
decided to have an Ark curtain made from the skirt in memory of her granddaughter Kochava
Kabli, who was killed in the War of Independence by a direct shell hit, as related in an embroidered
inscription on the Ark curtain.

Her granddaughter, Kuti Algozi née Aburabia has a photograph with a similar traditional
costume taken at her betrothal ceremony that took place in Tetouan, Morocco in 1955 (before
she made aliya to Israel with some of her family, others remaining in Morocco).

Yochi Meridor née Maimaran
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With thanks to the Maimaran-family
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Tunic for bridegroom embroidered in vegetal

patterns in metallic thread
Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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0'1'10 7NN 0OV JDXD 71,00 AMwyYn T 0TIy M7170 n7nw. Handsewn wedding dress made of lace, satin with pearl
TYT7X17IX0A TIINAWNT7 12V DWW A5 70wl .00 X011 beads and paillettes. The dress belonged to four families
.20771 TIXAT TI'WX T VaNa awin, 7’1101 7on7x who lived in the Jewish Quarter: Franco, Elazar, Alhassid

17077 W'V 190 1WMAXNIXTIN A0IX - and Fenijal. Early 20t century.
Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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Ketubot

“The ketuba was read out by Hacham Avraham
Azriel who had beautiful ornate writing. The ketuba
would be concealed next to his chest.. and then he
would suddenly draw it out with a flourish at the
very last minute when he was asked to read it... All
the wedding guests participated in the reading of
the ketuba... Hacham Avrahamji would swallow the

amount written in it for fear of malevolent spirits.”
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Jerusalem Sephardi Community marriage register book
for 1931-1940. The register book gives the name of the
bridegroom and his father, the name of the bride and her
father, the amount in Palestine pounds that appears in
the ketuba, and the date of the wedding. This page is for
marriages that took place in the Hebrew months of Tevet

and Shevat in 1937.
With thanks to the Jerusalem Municipal Archive.
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Ketuba, Jerusalem, 1893

Ornamented with the holy places (Tomb of the Patriarchs,
Tomb of Simon the Just, David's Tomb, Tomb of Joseph in
Nablus, Western Wall), together with magic words (at the bases
of the columns - providing a two-fold talisman for the good
fortune of the young couple). In a medallion, lamenting Jews
surrounded by verses: “May the Lord make the woman who is
coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, both of whom
built the house of Israel and be prosperous.” Even during the
rejoicing at nuptials, the young couple must remember the
mourning over the destruction of the Temple.

Bridegroom: Zalman Yitzhak Zvi

Bride: Miriam Feige daughter of Shmuel
With thanks to the Tepperberg family
Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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Ketuba of the Anusei Mashhad
(Mashhad Jewish “New Muslims”)

The wedding took place on November
23,1868

Bridegroom: Musa ben Yitzhak, New
Muslim

The witnesses signed their names in
Hebrew in Rashi script in hidden places

in the ketuba
With thanks to the Azri family
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Ketuba from Isfahan, 1892

Typical ketuba for the Jewish community in Isfahan, Iran.

The motifs in the ketuba are drawn from the worlds of
flora and fauna: flowers, cypress trees, and animals such
as lions and peacocks. The ketuba frame is ornamented
with verses in Aramaic. The ketuba uses Iran’s national
emblems: the lion and behind it a solar hemidisk with
human features.

Bridegroom: Aharon son of Moshe

Bride: Shifra daughter of Elihu

With thanks to Audrey Sacker

Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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Ketuba from Jerusalem, 1874

Ketuba decorated with colorful vegetal designs. Below
the interwoven ornamentation appears the verse: “Whoso
findeth a wife findeth a great good.” (Proverbs 18:22)
Bridegroom: Yaakov son of Yosef Danon

Bride: Sarah daughter of Shlomo Elihu Pinhas Navon

Witnesses: Meir Rafael Fenigel and Yosef Yehoshua Kario.
With thanks to the Gross family.
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The Ketuba (wedding certificate) of Esther, daughter of
Yoel Moshe Salomon, and Reuven (Gottfried) Yedidya,
dated Friday, 13 Tamuz (summer) 1889, in Yahud. A
depiction of the Hurva Synagogue is in the center of the
Ketuba, a place formerly reserved for the Western Wall and

other traditional Holy Sites.
With tanks to Shifra Gal



1905 O'7W1N'N N11T1D

TINI7NN 071001 MD1YNT 7109710 71321710

171 0K THTI0T 7V TRV 713 TIX 0'7N0Ni
112 IWX TIR'721 700D 171" 7X (XD WX IR 7
1TMINNY 13,101 .(X7,T 1) 7R T TIX DY
TN ,*10VYNN 771201301 11'7T0 V'AIn,ax71 ' 7n 7w
("DN721X WX 1DT X7 - D111 7110 1D17).7110W7
700 17 TINANT O'WIT{7 TNIN17N01 N1V 13171000
TNVN 719X ,0Aaw1T 137, 1MY7X TNYN 7w a7
.D17WIX 711 172000

1171 710D 0'WAYA NDQTIN A270i

.DVUDVI1 j7NX" 1 12 1'KN 70X 07N N0

JTUTART 1 NN T2 N0 11010 :4117211

179§7 W'Y W0 11w IXN IRTIN NDIX

Ketuba from Jerusalem 1905

Printed ketuba, decorated with biblical verses symbolizing a
home built with firm foundations: “The Lord make the woman
that is come into thy house like Rachel and like Leah, which
two did build the house of Israel” (Book of Ruth 4:11). In the
middle, between the names Rachel and Leah, is a medallion
showing the Western Wall, a reference to the Shekinah or
divine presence.

The ketubah is decorated with the holy sites such as Rachel’s
Tomb, the tomb of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, Cave of Elijah,
Tomb of Yehoshefat, Safed, the Cave of the Patriarchs and
Avshalom’s Pillar or tomb.

The ketuba is printed in blue and gold.

Bridegroom: Haim ltzhak Meir son of Rabbi Itzhak Nachas.
Bride: Yocheved Esther daughter of the late Rabbi Ze'ev Zydi.
Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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"MTID Nawn M1 With thanks to the Suderi family
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Ketuba from Egypt, printed in Jerusalem 1901

Ketuba ornamented with illustrations of the holy sites,
interspersed with numerous verses from Jewish holy sources, as
auspicious omens for happiness and belonging.

The ketuba is headed by the verse “Whoso findeth a wife findeth
a great good, and obtaineth favor of the Lord." Below it in a
medallion ornamented with two lions is the verse “besiman tov".
Other verses illustrating the ketuba are “From the rising of the sun
unto the going down thereof the Lord’s name is to be praised”,
and “The voice of joy and the voice of gladness, the voice of the
bridegroom and the voice of the bride”. There are also a number
of acronyms standing for further biblical quotations. These
include “the creator of the Heaven and the Earth” and “Let your
fountain be blessed, rejoice in the wife of your youth”.

The holy places that ornament the ketuba include the Temple,
Avshalom'’s Pillar, the Tower of David and the Western Wall.
Bridegroom: Haim Victor son of Nissim Hanan

Bride: Sarah Seline daughter of Moshe Salma
With thanks to the Gross family
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Ketuba, Jerusalem 1908

The ketuba was printed by Avraham Moshe Lunz Printers.
A pair of lions surrounds the medallion with the imprint
“Sephardi Committee Holy City of Jerusalem”. The ketuba
is replete with verses from Jewish holy sources to convey
felicity to the married couple, such as Jacob's blessing,
“and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the
earth” (Genesis 48:16) desiring fruitfulness.

The ketuba is ornamented with a plethora of holy

sites such as the Temple, the Western Wall, the Hurva
Synagogue, the Tiferet Israel Synagogue, Joseph’s Tomb in
Nablus and so on.

Bridegroom: Ben Zion son of Israel Gul

Bride: Lava daughter of Yeuda Akerhaman
With thanks to the Gross family
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Shtar ketuba (replacement for lost ketuba),
Jerusalem 1948

the wedding was at 1910

Bridegroom: Avraham Grinberg Romano
Bride: Reizel née Liebavitch

Withnesses: Shaul son of Yehoshua,

Yitzchak Izicold son of Shlomo Zalman
With thanks to Malka Natansohn
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Ketuba from Jerusalem, early 20t century

Bridegroom Yitzhak ben Aharon

Bride: Sara daughter of Rabbai Mordechay Gindil

Witnesses: Avraham son of rabbi Shmuel, Yehuda Suleiman
Ornamenting the ketuba: Keter Kehuna (Crown of the Priesthood) and
Keter Torah (crown on Torah scroll). Medallions with the Western Wall,

Nablus and Jericho ornament the gold-decorated ketuba.
With thanks to the State Archives
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J1"DT1 1906 ,077W1 ,XKUDRT 121710 replacement for lost Ketuba, Jerusalem 1906
AV7TXR ININATTYT7RYT 07w A2MD - Since Jewish tradition bars a man from
IMWX OY NT7 OTX7 MOX T 712700 271 7 cohabiting with his wife without a ketuba, if
TN DYTAXNDT 1TT,731712 X77 32 TN7 AMX TINN this document was lost a new one was made

'TINT AWTN 1217 - without delay.
17" INAYN N2 IR With thanks to the Ikan family
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Ketuba, Jerusalem, 1917

Printed ketuba from Loewy & Partners Printers, standard
form of Ashkenazi ketubot. Temple at top of ketuba, at
bottom Yachin and Boaz columns that were placed at the
entrance to the Temple, Western Wall, and tombs of the
kings of the House of David. There are also medallions
again showing the tomb of the House of David next to the
Cave of the Patriarchs.

Bridegroom: Yaakov ben Avraham Haim Heshin

Bride: Sarah daughter of Mordechai Shimon Tepperberg
With thanks to the Tepperberg family

Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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7w DMWY TIY ,A19N0 0197 ,0'7w1n 12170 1w Ketuba from Jerusalem, Ma'arav Printers, 1920s.
.20 XN This form was printed in Jerusalem and distributed to Jewish

7KW 777 YR D'7wiN'd DAQTIA T D2ID communities in a range of versions.
TI1021 TNIX NI TAY - DIN1.JNNW Iyxnl  Inthe center, twin lions grasping a medallion with their
D'710921 TNDIVYN AT .WT7NRA 017N 121 11"7TRA IR paws showing the Temple. The ketuba is ornamented with
117) O'wITi7i TIN7N0a1 0NNRY 010w 0171170 kabbalistic verses, vegetal decorations and the holy sites
- 12121 WX .("1IVNa 7110 DIn 7V1 1'Kkn 10 (tomb of Rabbi Meir Baal HaNes and the Western Wall).

\Unw111"MAY7 7n00 01Ny It vz At the top of the ketuba is an overflowing bowl of fruit to

DMATINAWN X1 symbolize fruitfulness and abundance.
With thanks to the Gross family.
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D™7WN1', ]I D107 DaTInw nand7 nnnn - Draft for ketuba paper with colored ornamentation
/30w Printers, Jerusalem, 1930s
712177101 0NN "7D1AXTT 0'wINaa nowiiznn naimd - Ketuba decorated with cypress trees and flower vases.
TINYX7 D'7INXT “TNO030 vaw” md1an 07100 ixnw  Interspersed verses from the “Sheva Brachot” (seven nuptial
D7 MIDWI DTNAY DML 1171w TIAN 12 .11 blessings) and wishes for the couple’s good fortune.
712171931 0'W'AINT WA XY . 117271 1A 171300 Interwoven in the blessings are vegetal and piscatorial
SIWIT71 I1'NXY O'7NDN ornamentations as auspicious omens for fertility and
.Dnannawn maxa - fruitfulness.
With thanks to the Gross family.
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Ketuba, Jerusalem, 1906
Bridegroom: Mordechai Aharon Hacohen Wallenstein

Bride: Rachel daughter of Avraham Aharon Halevi
With thanks to Adv. Moshe Ben Ari
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11936 07w, N2 Ketuba, Jerusalem 1936
XN 0max nnin - Bridegroom: Avraham Maimaran
V'INIIX NYW N3 X1010 ;170 Bride: Kochava daughter of Shiomo Aburbeia
77NN TN TAXI 01N 020 7w 11'7ui ni77n - Upper part of ketuba decorated with a pair of lions holding
712171211 .0"3IVNN 777 TV1 7R 1011 (7Tn @ medallion with the symbol of the Va'ad ha-Ma'araviim
721 ,WIj7N0 0170 DN 07Tna moivn - (Maghrebites) Congregation. Ketuba ornamented with
.D1i1 7V1 1'Rn 11371 nay,avnn - medallions showing the Temple, the Western Wall, Safed and

XN MNawn Mkl the grave of Rabbi Meir Baal HaNes
With thanks to the Maimaran family
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NYV1A PR NNNITAY 1WMAR”
.DVI127N DWIAN DAV DNINN
VAR TIY MP M NYTIA0N MNawna
P9I TNV NT 212 HW MNNN RIXNY
2ynn -"IPRoON” 0Y 1ITM ITIN Y1 INNN
SR DY WIAIM TP, TIIRD
(21 70y ,mWHY 210N DYV YWD 2PY))

Wedding's Photographs

“Our fathers stood under the canopy during
their weddings, wearing a tarbush. Old Sephardi
families still have pictures of the couple where
the bridegroom appears resplendent in all his

glory with his tarbush on his head.”




TN TITNIXT A7NNANT ARX 1170 1710
M X1 [DA7 NNAN D70 11T
11.5.1944 "N32711N"1 ND1DN 111

TN TNATTIXA [ (D7WIIX) 12X TNIX :07¥

RS RIAT RN

Bride accompanied by her mother and
mother-in-law holding candles at the
ceremony. Marriage of Captain Yigal Caspi at

the Hurva Synagogue, May 11, 1944
Photographer: Zvi Oron (Orushkes) | With thanks to the
Central Zionist Archives

NP 7XAT NNNND 13171200 TIX X147 170
11.5.1944 "N171N"1 MDD 1'11

TR TR | (D7W10K) 12X 111X 07X
TOINN NG

Rabbi reading the ketuba at Yigal Caspi’s
wedding at the Hurva Synagogue, 11.5.1944
Photographer: Zvi Oron (Orushkes) | With thanks to
the Central Zionist Archives
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111D 17N 1120 13310 700 71X AT 1117 1270
7XIWM 1270 NN .11 TITNIX OX) .0'MY2 vaw
.9.12.1942 "TIDWX

717120 7' TIDWX TNV DAY VAW 7INA 197i 1010
7V 12117 DNINX 'RIYIN W 1WANN TING 7V TNy
XDNTN 17'Mi71 11N

N70WRT MUY Y'Y X1 pnxt T 7v TN 1"X TN TR

Malcha née Hoyzman and her mother Rachel circling the
groom seven times according to tradition. (The mother is
holding a candle.) Wedding of Malcha and Israel Ashkenazi.
December 9, 1942

The Ashkenazi custom of circling the bridegroom seven
times was a talismanic practice to protect the bridegroom
from malevolent spirits. Marriage itself would safeguard

the bridegroom and keep him away from sinfulness.
With thanks to the Yad Yitzhak Ben-Zvi Photograph Archive

“They led me beneath the bridal canopy, they walked
me round the bridegroom seven times, and the ring
was already on my finger.”

(Rivka Alper, The History of One Family, p. 108)
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.1898 D7V, DIIINTIN O1'1 D720 MN7w1 NDK  Esther and Shlomo Spector on their wedding day,
X7 TIN IR 07¥0 7w 1'TIbD2 071¥  Jerusalem 1898. Photographed at the studio of the

M7 WK WY WYY T 7YY T 7Y TR 1R TR Armenian photographer Mardikian.
With thanks to the Yad Ben-Zvi Photographic Archives
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1912 ,N0D0 TIT1 1720 "RIW1 TINNT

1TI1 T1121X1 7NY 1WA TIX T1IRA7 1711 a1nna

717211 T17NW1, 71010 T ANVNN TYAWIIN R1WIN
TITINDNN A7NWia 7w AN7N TIX DX DX w12 11171
710770 w1317 11N .307 'D103 TN57101 T11VaX0

WX X TIINY TI'0D MDY 17T INX1A0D 7'
0T NN 700 ,w1a0n31 wian
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Picture of wedding of Rivka and David Pesach, 1912

The photo shows the changes that took place in wedding
attire fashions. There is a clear western influence. A white
bride’s dress gradually replaced the traditional colored
dress embroidered with gold thread.

The bridegroom is wearing a western suit with white
gloves, but on his head is a tarbush, a sign that he is a

Turkish subject.
With thanks to the Yad Ben-Zvi Photo Archive




NI ANTING . NITA 17X 70 RIWTIN T1I00
(1920) 0T IX /3" ,"7ONITAX 11701

IXM7M{7 TIRIXA 7w 1" TIDD1 071X
70 WK IV WY TN 70X T 7Y TNANT IR 117X

Wedding photograph of Mazal and Elihu Mizrahi. The
wedding took place at the Amdursky Hotel, 1920

Photo taken at the studio of Garabed Krikorian
With thanks to the Yad Ben-Zvi Photographic Archives

(89 'ny ,mIVHY YINN DHWIV YWY ApYY)

“A Jewish “institution” that attracted more than the
members of the Old Yishuv who would hold wedding
celebrations there to the strains of the orchestra from

the Blind Institute. .. This was the hotel of Yerachmiel
Amdursky... The weddings that were held there imparted
an atmosphere of gaiety and joyfulness in the concourse...
The couple appeared in all their glory and walked slowly
to the hotel entrance, and everybody standing in the
concourse at that time smiled at the couple, accompanying
them to their nuptial ceremony”...

(Ya’akov Yehoshua, Jerusalem of Yesteryear, p. 21).
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In a large building in David Street there was a
Jewish hotel owned by the Amdursky family,
one of Jerusalem’s finest establishments. On
the building’s street-level floor were the Ginio
family’s commercial premises which marketed
the products of the family winery, which was in
Rehov Hayehudim in the Jewish Quarter. Many
Jewish weddings were held at the Amdursky, one
of the city’s best known hotels. It was here that
the wedding reception of my parents, the late
Ya'akov and Miriam Ginio, took place in 1922.
Adv. Gavriel Ginio |With thanks to the Ginio family for the

wedding picture
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11170 TWN 7R 7w INT21.0{7XY TNaX1 7711 TINnmn
1904 ,T1T7 1101 1N121N

- 11'N'N L, NN 171 117, 1IN170 AIWN 7X1 10701
1IN A1 17211 - 1'7VN 11T 11017 ,7170 2R 110340 1111
117X TINAYN 713X

Wedding of Golda Salomon and Aharon Shatzkes,
1904. Golda was the daughter of Yoel Moshe
Salomonss eldest son, Yochanan David.

The groom wears a black hat, and the bride is on his
left; in the row below are Yochanan David, Fruma and

her husband Yoel Moshe Salomon
With thanks to Yael Ikan

136



1170 1N7T1 AN7w1 7112 T Yehudit Breindel and Shlomo Zalman Salomon
DN NN |1 On the right | Engagement photo

1923 ,'R1WIN NINAN | 78NWN - On the left | Wedding photo, 1923
17'®k INAwn M1 With thanks to the Ikan family

N0 13 7w PRIWITN WX
1i7'X MNAYN 711317 TR

Couple’s certificate of marriage
With thanks to the lkan family
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N LINN INR .MTAYNA YV P3P YY 217pNn MNY 7RIV 1TIYON
RPN HY MNYW MOV 1727 NPNPO ANPAY ,DIDI NI NI
DNV MTOMY TPNAIRY MIMINY NWPA *aNdn ANNN RYY ANxIN
122 19170 (1926) 179910 AR DNIN WTINA TNR 17122 .0P NN 1Yl
01N YV NYNNRI IARTY ATIYON INNN YWINY DIN DIDI NNOWN
0T WAPI POIPRD .NIVIN DR DOPY YAV 1IN DN-DPIPT 0N 1Y
72 ONR R

IRV A2 T7ARA 7ION

When the matchmakers came to inquire about their son Hacham Shaul, Hacham
Yehoshua and Masuda Sharabani started thinking about the available brides.
One of them was the young Hannah Kesus, a smart girl with a perfect command
of a number of languages. She translated into French, without charge, letters
to various institutions in the Old City requesting donations. One summer
day in 1926, Hacham Yehoshua Sharabani and his wife Masuda came to the
Kesus home on the pretext of needing a translation. They subjected Hannah
to the minutest assessment. The engagement was set for a date very soon
after their visit.
Malka Babad




JIRIW 1IN 71IRY 100 Innn nnnne Wedding photo of Rabbi Shaul and

(1926) 7”011 "W ‘N Hannah Sharabani, 1926
INIW 17 77aX3 1270 a1 With thanks to Malka Babad for the photo
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nYNY’ AN NNNNY MIONN YV NIMON NV .PYRD YW DINT YN IR - H9)
RIYY Y7 2NNPY , DIRND NN 2770V ,0YHM DN 205w NIRWY /mvvon
.Yy hwv)
(DY3770,0°1NP17,07791IN) 70N DWIY 2DV N TR
, 07720 NPNIANY MN2M M1, NN0W, M) MR MIRAPI 1A AT 70IN7N DY
NIMT ATIT DRIINI NOPN NTITN N /MMTH - /NN DY NNN 1010 19
RY RN DIV 1212 7R /IRIRI2 VNN NTIAYY MNN PRV IR HW PNPIIR DT
MY NYNY NN NP2 NAMY NN DINNA 02p NYVP
232NN PINK IXIAT NPY, D70V YOIV .APIN YW DY PAv RYY 0% 0 AT oY
ANXP TY 2NN RPN
NIRIDN MNP NONY VR VR 1Y ANNXY ANYY IMNNN Y2 TINN ,RY9 AT IR
IRAONY
VRN NNTN RIPY NIRTY 1OR
1’29 NRAM N0 NPNIRD YV MNYIN NNNNL MRIY N2 NOR MY RINT
gRINM PR 121 DNIAR DNRD DY - YANIAR
IR HROY

When the “heavy artillery” — the clan elders — had completed their task, the tenaim or conditions
had been agreed upon, and the lot was cast, then it was the young people’s turn. The jewel
in the crown of the wedding preparations was the “bridal dress.” To borrow a dress? Heaven
forfend. To hire one? What a question! To buy? What a disgrace! So what was to be done? A
“teres,”, from the initial letters of the Hebrew to sew, embroider, crochet.
For this “teres” day there would assemble relatives, neighbors, acquaintances and friends - all
women whom the children called by the “affectionate” term “auntie.” They included Auntie
Victoria Nahmias and Auntie Zohara Pardes, my mother’s sisters, who taught needlework at
Bezalel. And my mother Kochava, who was also no slouch in these skills and a leading partner
in the sewing of the bridal dress.
For them this was undoubtedly a special celebratory day. Filled with chatter, singing and gales
of laughter which could be heard from one end of the street to the other.
And lo and behold, out of the hubbub there slowly emerged and took shape the most
wondrously beautiful and splendid bridal dress.
Something that can truly be called the joy of creation.
Examples of these creations can be seen in the wedding photographs of sisters Kochava and

Hefzibah née Aburbeh — with brothers Avraham and Ben Zion Maimaran.
Raphael Maimaran
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1931 ,IXAN'ND 11X 121 127'XAN "X1W]
XN TINOWN TNV TX

Wedding of Zohara And Ben-Zion Maimaran 1931
With thanks to the Maimaran family

1936 ,1X1N'ND DiTNART 131210 "X1W"1]
XN TINOWN TNV TX

Wedding of Kochava and Avraham Maimaran, 1936
With thanks to the Maimaran family
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Wedding gifts

“There was a custom of bringing the couple
a functional utensil, such as a mortar, a sieve,
an earthenware pot, and so on. The gift was
not presented anonymously but instead an
announcement was made about each one,
accompanied by singing and dancing.
Those who wish to see the beautiful bride, and I
gave her a little pan so that the bridegroom and

the bride would enjoy it.”

L] [




717271 17107 MINND X207 7171 2101w 110 D1g7
.12111 VAW'7 7N02 D'IATIN 1IN bYI7N

179{7 W'Y 1w 21U IXN JIRTIN NDIX

Top: Sugar cone. The tradition was to present this
gift to the bridegroom and bride, decorated in

gold paper as a symbol of plenty and gladness.
Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection

TI'11NNA 7171710 TIN7Y
1797 W'Y W0 211w IXN IRTIN NDIX

Oval flower-decorated dish
Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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“Everyone who saw themselves as a relative, neighbor,
acquaintance, and childhood friend considered themselves
duty-bound to bring something, and the something spanned
the entire gamut, from kitchen utensils and dining room items,
to ritual Jewish objects... They were not embarrassed to

bring things that today are considered mere trifles such as a
nightlight, a breadknife, or a salt cellar...”

Avraham Shushan, Jerusalem My City (Hebrew), pp. 52-53
.(52-53 /0y Y HWIP,JWVIV ONIAR)

,07120 WX 77 TITND NI a7 an - Various household items given to the young couple: flatware,

J7K1 XX11,T11'N7NR D10 cup, salt cellars, etc.
17077 "y 1w 21w ¥n kTN Noix - Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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preparations that led up to it focus on this moment of union. The photograph
is the essence of this moment, and it will remain etched in the memory, even
when the ketuba is placed in a closet for safe keeping, when offspring come
into the world, and relatives and parents are no longer among the living — the
essence, an enchanted moment of hope and happiness.

1. Later Danin. The couple were among Tel Aviv’s earliest residents.

2. Alper, Rivka, The Chronicles of One Family (Hebrew), photocopied version, Ariel,
Jerusalem, 1993, p. 101.

3. Alper, ibid.

4. Alper, ibid.

5. Hall, Edwin, The Arnolfini Betrothal: Medieval Marriage and the Enigma of Van
Eyck’s Double Portrait, Berkeley: University of California Press, 1994, pp. 10-11.

6.  Sontag, Susan, On Photography, 1979, pp.12-13 (Hebrew).

7. Sontag, ibid, p. 13 (Hebrew).
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the bridegroom, continuing his family’s commercial affairs, is representative
of his status as a businessman at the beginning of the 20" century (Valero
picture, p. 35, catalogue). Pictures relating to the betrothal ceremony became
ever more similar to wedding photographs as reflected in the festive apparel
and bridal dresses, increasingly resembling the actual wedding day. The
photograph of the couple, taken at a photographic studio, became a set feature
of the big day and its excitement. (See Mazal and Elihu Mizrahi, Ya’akov
and Miriam Ginio, p. 134-135) The couple, aware of the importance of the
moment and familiar with the rules of the ceremony, stand confidently in front
of the camera, tenderly embracing.

Another kind of photographic image at weddings is family photos. Events
centered round the young couple are, as it were, no more than an excuse for
the entire family to face the camera together. (See: Salomon family p. 136,
Valero family p. 35) The late 19" and early 20" century were times of crises,
upheavals, travels and migrations. The family photograph freezes for ever
all the relatives in an optimistic spirit representing hope, continuity and the
generation of new life. In times to come, family members will be able to gaze
at this frozen moment, kept in the family album, and remember who has grown
up, left or passed away. Susan Sontag has written about family photographs:
“Through photographs, each family constructs a portrait chronicle of itself —a
portable kit of images that bears witness to its connectedness.... A family’s
photographic album is generally about the extended family — and is often all
that remains of it.”” Photographs symbolically represent the members of far-
flung families.

Wedding photos of the 1940s (Caspi and Ashkenazi in the catalogue, pp.
130-131) which appear in the exhibition attest to technological development:
no longer is it necessary to stand in a studio, unmoving, for the extended
time needed for an exposure. More people have cameras, and spontaneous
pictures, outside pictures, whether professional or amateur, display more
elements in the conduct of ceremonies and give a glimpse of the locations
where weddings take place: halls, synagogues and gardens.

Wedding photos are among the most frequent pictures in the family album.
The moment when the couple are joined and a new family framework comes
about which will create new life and continuity — this is a moment of great
hope for family and society alike. For a few hours the couple are exalted,
attired in finery and with everyone’s eyes fixed on them. The ceremony and the



and other names (oil on wood, National Gallery, London). In this enigmatic
painting, about which vast amounts have been written, merchant Giovanni
Arnolfini and his wife are in a furnished room, They are holding hands and
their image is reflected in the mirror on the wall. In “The Arnolfini Marriage”,
the gestures, the arrangement and significance of the objects, the play of light,
shadow and reflection have made this painting an example for reference and
inspiration in the styling of a wedding picture as well as for study and analysis
of its details.

In the first private album in Jerusalem which she began in 1850, Elizabeth
Anne Finn, wife of the British consul, has no wedding photographs, but in
one instance at least she describes in her memoirs the wedding of the Greek
physician, Dr. Mazrachi, to an unnamed Russian woman. In Finn’s album
there are two photos, one next to the other, of the two in their youth. These are
photographic visiting cards which were fashionable and widely used among
the middle class in the years following the invention of photography. The
Mazrachis were photographed separately, and it is only in Finn’s album that
they are united in the setting of their wedding. In the subsequent decades
couples stood side by side. This is the case of the picture of the wedding of
Esther and Shlomo Spector which was taken at the studio of the Armenian
photographer Mardikian (see p. 132). In this photo, his right and her left hand
rest on the furniture which is part of the studio setting. Their other hands are
joined, but they are not really holding hands. A similar 19" century photograph
of Yosef Moshe and Mina Valero (see p. 34) around 1870. Yosef Moshe is
wearing a long coat and has a tarboosh on his head. On his chest he wears
medals of honor bestowed by the Ottoman authorities emphasizing his high
status as a banker and a distinguished public figure.

At the beginning of the 20™ century, and especially after World War I, couples
continued to frequent the studios of the city’s photographers. By that time
the settings were of European rooms representative of the grand structures
and edifices characteristic of high society in the Ottoman Empire. However,
the changing times are reflected in clothing: the tarboosh has disappeared,
there are European suits, and dresses are becoming shorter as dictated by
fashion. In 1906 the nephew of Yosef Moshe Valero, Ya’akov Valero, married
Menuha Goldberg, from an Ashkenazi family in Petah Tikva. This mixture
of Sephardi and Ashkenazi was something new and interesting. The couple’s
hands are joined, and in his resplendent attire — long tailcoat and top hat —
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against a bare wall, shows Yehezkel and Rachel leaning on a waist-high
cabinet. In those days of long exposures, studio photographers provided their
clients with a variety of furniture on which the photographic subjects could
lean during the considerable time needed to take a picture. Yehezkel looks
relaxed, his right leg crossed over his left, his left arm loosely by his side, and
his gaze directed at the camera. Rachel, standing next to him, looks somewhat
strained, she is gazing into space, and one of her arms is also loosely by
her side. Her other hand is resting on the cabinet, next to her fiancé’s hand.
Between them is an undercurrent indicative of the relationship that they will
come to have but that has not yet come to fruition.

Hand in hand toward the future

Since antiquity and to the present day, wedding scenes have been depicted
in sculpture, relief and paintings. The married couple seem to be frozen in
time at what is defined as the happiest moment in their lives. The Romans
immortalized the bride and groom on stone reliefs, in the Middle Ages the
bridal couple were depicted on sarcophagi, in the 17" and 18" centuries
couples were portrayed according to the tradition of painting, and studio
photographs made their appearance in the 19" century. Early representations
of weddings are primarily characterized by the recurring hand gesture. The
couple hold each other’s hands, touching gently but without hesitation, in the
center of the picture. Sometimes they stand on their own, sometimes the cleric
stands between them either looking at or touching their handholding. These
pictures represent the significance of the ceremony and its confirmation by
the gesture of “handholding” that conveys legal validity to the symbolic and
official condition.

The introduction of photography enabled more and more couples to obtain a
lasting visual record of the event of marriage. In the 19" century this generally
involved a single studio photograph. The picture, whether of the engagement
or the wedding, was carefully staged. It became part of the ceremony. Later,
spontaneous photographs with more participants became the norm. According
to cultural scholar Susan Sontag, in the last hundred years at least a wedding
photograph has become a central part of the ceremony no less than the
standard forms of words.*

In Western culture there is a well-known 1434 painting by Jan van Eyck “The
Arnolfini Marriage”, also called “Portrait of Giovanni Arnolfini and his Wife”



Bridegroom, bride and
wedding photo

Nirit Shalev Khalifa

On the holiday Lag BaOmer 1888, when halutz (Pioneer) Yehezkel
Sochovolski! arrived in Jerusalem and went to the home of his intended,
Rachel Yellin, her Sephardi mother, Serach looked at him with a mixture
of amazement and contempt. “My mother asked my brother to tell the
bridegroom to wear a tarbush. She could not stand the ludicrous headgear
which was like a flatbread on his head with an awning over his brow — if he’s
going to be part of our family — she said to my brother — he must get used to
our preferences,”” as Rachel later described the incident. “You don’t break off
a betrothal because of a hat,” said the bridegroom, who had no choice other
than to go along with what his mother-in-law said and to replace his European
cap with a magnificent red tarboosh with a black silk tassel. That same evening
he appeared at the home of his Jerusalem fiancée wearing a tarboosh as if it
was a burden of weighty local custom.* After the betrothal ceremony, which
took place on Motzei Shabbat, the young couple posed for the camera in order
to immortalize the occasion in an engagement picture. Yehezkel Sochovolski
wore a European checked suit and, of course, on his head he wore the new
tarboosh. His fifteen-year-old bride, Rachel Yellin, wore a dark satin dress
with a large brooch at her throat, possibly an engagement present from her
fiancé. The preparations for the wedding, which culminated in the stitching of
the light-colored embroidered bridal dress, are described at length in Rachel’s
memoirs. However, of this momentous event the family album contains only
the engagement picture. This is one of the earliest nuptial photographs to have
been preserved in Jerusalem family albums.

The engagement picture of the young couple, which was taken in a studio
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more so their own houses, through their own deeds.

In order to digest this historical lesson, we use the symbolization of this
memory of a traumatic event (loss of independence and loss of the place
where the Shekinah dwells) on many occasions in our lives.

The breaking of the glass at the end of the ceremony, at the moment when
joyfulness is at its peak, also symbolizes the fragility of relationships between
husband and wife: just as the glass is thin, transparent and fragile, so our
ties with each other are similarly fragile and capable of being smashed to
smithereens. So if we do not remember to make a point of respecting the other
and instead walk all over them, the house that has been built together — an
enterprise which starts on this evening of joy — will be destroyed.

In the Gemara, we learn of the custom, when building a new house, of leaving
part of the entrance wall to the house unplastered, or not whitewashed, or
painted in black, as a reminder of the destruction.

This visual message teaches us that when we enter and leave the house, we
must remember that the Temple was destroyed because of baseless hatred — a
teaching that we must take on board in our lives in both a national and social
sense, as well as in the private sphere.

These customs are intertwined in their most profound conceptual meanings.
When in our everyday lives we see the unfinished wall of our house, we
remember the “destruction of Jerusalem” and the lesson to be learned from
it. This special wall is also an everyday reminder of the pact or agreement
entered into by the couple during the wedding, as symbolized in the breaking
of the glass.



“I set Jerusalem above
my chiefest joy”
Yehuda Levy Aldema

This essay sets out to make a conceptual connection, in a contemporary
setting, between the custom of breaking a glass at Jewish wedding ceremonies
and that of leaving part of a wall either unplastered or not whitewashed or
painted black in a new house.

The custom of breaking a glass is to be found in the Berachot tractate in
the discussion about the verse: “Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with
trembling” (Psalms 2, verse 11).

From the tales in the Talmud we learn about the breaking of costly glasses,
in order to prevent immoderate rejoicing bordering on licentiousness. From
this we gather than during the nuptial banquet, there is a deliberate desire to
moderate the atmosphere of excessive joy in order to inject a note of sadness
into the event. This can be compared to making reference to days of death on
days of rejoicing.

During the Middle Ages in Germany and Southern France a further reason
was added for breaking a glass at weddings — a reminder of the destruction
of the Temple. This custom — the smashing of a simple glass goblet — as
well as this reason spread to all Jewish communities. From the end of the
Middle Ages to the present time, many other additional reasons have been
advanced for the custom, some kabbalistic, along the lines of “a reminder of
the destruction.”

The destruction of the First Temple took place because of our own deeds. The
destruction of the Second Temple occurred because of baseless hatred. This
shows that people can both construct and destroy the Lord’s house, and all the
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and to unstable family units (immaturity leading to high divorce rates and
abandoned wives).

Conclusion

Child marriages were common in the Old Yishuv in Jerusalem during the
Ottoman period, as was the case in most Jewish communities worldwide. In
the course of the 19™ century rabbis, public figures, doctors, journalists and
others objected forcefully to this practice. They considered child marriage
to be responsible for the poor state of health of Jerusalem residents, the high
mortality rates of women giving birth and newborn infants, and the instability
of family life (abandoned wives and high divorce rates).

The Old Yishuv in Jerusalem was economically dependent on outside support
from Diaspora communities. Because the city was a refuge from the negative
influences of modernity and Haskalah (Jewish Enlightenment), Jerusalem’s
Old Yishuv was subject to social censure on two levels. For the Jews in the
Diaspora, the Old Yishuv Jews were putting into practice the Jewish ideal of
studying Torah and praying in the Holy City, leading a lifestyle of scrupulous
modesty and the most stringent morality. In return for this realization of the
ideal Diaspora Jewry provided Jerusalem’s Jews with economic support.
This financial support could be withheld from those who did not abide by
certain norms (e.g. anyone who wished to live elsewhere than the four holy
cities (Jerusalem, Hebron, Tiberias and Safed) needed approval; anyone
who moved without obtaining authorization would permanently lose not
only his own right to this economic sustenance (halukah) but also that of the
other members of his family). These strict regulations imposed the strictest
obedience on those who received halukah, heightened the authority of those
in charge of distributing funds, and made this system an effective way of
imposing their will on those under their control.

Jerusalem scholars issued special regulations which were designed to prevent
the impairment of Jerusalem’s status as a holy city. (Example: the bachelors
regulation which prohibited men aged 20-60 from living in Jerusalem as
single men.)

The regulations were of great importance because they had the force of Jewish
religious law (halacha) and reinforced Jerusalem’s status as a “holy city”.
Child marriages were part of this state of affairs and of a system which was
designed to bestow on those who made up the Old Yishuv the image of people
realizing the traditional Jewish ideal.



“I found that youths were married at the age of 13, and sometimes earlier...
also leading to divorce.”

Polygamy

Unlike their Ashkenazi brethren, Sephardi men were allowed to have two
wives. In her book entitled “Princess or Prisoner”, drawing on the Montefiore
census, Margalit Shilo writes that in 1855 there were a total of three
polygamous marriages in Eretz Israel.

It is possible that this was not a widespread custom due to the economic
hardships involved in keeping two wives in separate households. The practice
practically died out altogether in the Mandatory period apart from special

cases such as barrenness, insanity, and so on.

Aginut

It is likely that the youth of bridegrooms was a contributory factor in the
phenomenon of abandoned wives who could not obtain a divorce. At the end
of the 19" and beginning of the 20™ centuries this was a common state of
affairs in both Jerusalem and many Jewish communities worldwide.

Eliezer Lipman Silberman, editor of Ha-Magid, published articles in his
newspaper that informed the general public of the suffering of these women.
In his pieces, Silberman attaches the blame for this state of affairs to child
marriages. He argued that the young husbands were unable to keep their
families economically, and poverty forced them to abandon the married state.

Health

Rabbinical sources among Edot ha-Mizrach frequently railed against the
custom of marrying young girls because of fears that this would damage their
health. At the end of the 19" century Hacham Rabbi Yechia Korach from
Sana’a vehemently denounced the practice of child marriage in a sermon he
delivered about the Torah portion Shemot (Exodus 1-6). He maintained that
young girls often suffered irreversible harm because of pre-puberty sexual
relations, and in serious cases the result might be death.

Child marriages limited the girl’s ability to develop physically. The young
age of pregnant women often resulted in stillbirths and miscarriages, and
sometimes led to the girl’s death.

The resultant picture painted by contemporary sources indicates that child
marriages led to health problems (which in extreme cases resulted in death)
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II. Ideology

The Old Yishuv community in Jerusalem saw the city as a haven from the
harmful effects of modernization. They viewed themselves as a select few
putting into practice the ideal of a lifetime devoted to Torah study and sanctity
in the Holy City.

However, an ever widening gap came about between the image that the Old
Yishuv in Jerusalem tried to maintain of itself as guardian of the embers
and the Jewish people’s religious halachic ideals, and the actual facts on the
ground.

As might be expected, since the Old Yishuv in Jerusalem received outside
support, it attracted marginal elements whose social mores were not of the
highest.

The Old Yishuv was subject to constant criticism by its economic supporters
against which it had to defend itself. One way was for the city’s rabbis to pass
ethical regulations which were special to Jerusalem and known as “Jerusalem
regulations”.

While these regulations were intended for members of all the different ethnic
groups, they were not implemented uniformly. Sometimes the regulations
were changed depending on the community’s ethnic background.

The regulations were frequently updated. In 1842 they were printed for the
first time.

Problems resulting from child marriages

There were a number of reasons for the problematic nature of child marriages.
Many sources describing the period make the connection between the bride’s
young age and her concomitant mental and physical immaturity, and married
life. Many brides continued to play with dolls and engage in childhood games
during the engagement period and even after marriage.

Divorce

Ignorance and immaturity were not favorable to happy marriages.

A variety of 19" century sources testify to the large numbers of divorces
in Jerusalem. Abraham Grunbaum, an emissary of the Jewish Committee
from Germany who was involved in setting up a hospital in the city, visited
Jerusalem in 1885. He ascribed the numerous divorces to the practice of child

marriage.



Marriageable age in Jewish communities in the past

Traditionally, there was no specific marriageable age in Jewish communities
and so it varied according to the customs of the society in which they lived.
In most Jewish communities boys and girls would marry not long after they
attained the age at which they were expected to keep the commandments, i.e.
close to puberty.

Encouraging early marriage was a result of short life expectancy and the
desire to see the new generation being born.

Reasons for child weddings

Child (underage) weddings were very frequent in the Jerusalem Old Yishuv
until the late 19" and early 20" centuries.

There were a variety of reasons and causes for the phenomenon of child
marriages.

Research has identified such marriages as largely resulting from the influence
of the surroundings and religious/ideological reasons.

I. Influence of the surroundings

A close link has been found between the age at which marriages took place in
Jewish communities and in their non-Jewish surroundings.

It makes sense that the general social norms prevalent in their countries of
origin influenced Diaspora Jewish communities. Thus in the Middle Ages
child marriages were common in the Jewish communities of the time: Spain,
Europe and Islamic countries.

In medieval times early marriage was common among the Jews of Spain and
Germania, as was also the case among the non-Jewish population. Canonical
(ecclesiastic) law set marriageable age at 14 for boys and 12 for girls, but
among the nobility earlier marriages were not uncommon. Medieval 12%-14®
century Ashkenaz texts indicate that girls were often wed at even younger ages.
Throughout the Ottoman Empire marriageable age was low, and Jewish
communities followed suit.

In Islamic countries marriages of minors were common among all levels of
society. For the parents, the most important thing was to see their offspring
married, and they did not consider it a problem if minors wed before puberty.
Stahl argues that scholars encouraged marriage at a young age since Muslims
did not rape married women.
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Child weddings in
Jerusalem’s Old Yishuv

Curator | Ora Pikel Tzabari

Historical background

At the beginning of the nineteenth century, like many other places in the
Ottoman Empire, Jerusalem was a squalid city devoid of any modern health
services. During the 19™ century it shifted from being a neglected city in the
moribund Ottoman Empire to an up-and-coming urban center. The move
by Jews to life outside the Old City involved large-scale construction and
brought about genuine change in the Jerusalem cityscape.

In the early 19" century the ancient city of Jerusalem numbered some 9,000
residents. There were about 2,250 Jewish inhabitants, most of them Sephardi
Jews, descendants of those expelled from the Iberian Peninsula plus a
minority of Arabic-speaking Jews who according to their tradition had never
left Eretz Israel. The population was poverty-stricken and often destitute, and
there were very few synagogues and community institutions. They considered
themselves a select few putting into practice the ideal of a lifetime devoted to
Torah study in the Holy City.

By the end of the century, the Jewish community in Jerusalem had swelled to
some 16,000. The Jerusalem Old Yishuv had changed radically, becoming a
mosaic of different communities living side by side and influencing each other.
Atthe same time that development and growth were proceeding apace, a different
process of cultural seclusion and isolation took place. For the Ashkenazi Old
Yishuv, Jerusalem offered a haven from the harmful effects of modernization.
Misgivings and apprehension about the Haskalah (Jewish Enlightenment) and
the ensuing assimilation in Europe resulted in parts of the Old Yishuv fighting
tooth and nail against signs of the times, such as modern schools.



names and the quality of “their gift”... All those who considered themselves
close to the family — neighbors, acquaintances and childhood friends — viewed
themselves as obligated to bring something, covering a very broad range from
kitchen utensils and dining room furnishings to religious appurtenances or
Judaica.”

Weddings from different sectors / modern vs. traditional

In his book Three Worlds Haim Hamburger described how. as the son of a
family of mitnagdim, he married into a Hasidic family. Unlike the custom of
the time, the young couple met before their betrothal.

After the wedding in the court of Rabbi Yehuda Hahasid, Hamburger’s father-
in-law made what was then (1884) a revolutionary suggestion: “that the young
couple walk arm in arm along the street to their home. Hamburger’s father
agreed, and once again there were extremists who gossiped vociferously,
saying that this was the custom of free thinkers and nothing like that would
be seen again.”

The marriage of Ita and David Yellin took place in 1885 in the Yellin home
courtyard in Mazkeret Moshe. It is described in detail in Yehoshua Yellin’s
book, Memoirs of a Jerusalemite: “Although — or more precisely because — it
was ostracized by the fanatics, as a sign of protest many rabbis and notable
figures, Sephardi and Ashkenazi alike, were presented at our festivities.”

“Hachnasat kala” — charity to dower a bride

The poverty and straitened circumstances of many Jerusalem Jews forced
many of them to go from door to door and knock on the doors of philanthropists
in order to marry their daughters.

A document issued by the Sephardi Rabbinical Court of Jerusalem in 1837
requested assistance for a bride whose father was a very poor elderly scholar:
“He now wishes to marry his daughter but lacks the means to pay for the
wedding expenses and is deserving of support and assistance.”

As his reward the generous benefactor was promised, “He who provides him
with assistance saves Jewish lives, which merit will protect him from all
vicissitudes and troubles, and there shall be no paupers. Amen.”

Chaya Tsipa, who died in 1847, was known as “the shoemaker.” She provided
indigent brides with shoes. “The women who helped to dower brides knew
that they no longer need worry about shoes for them. Chaya Tsipa has already
taken care of this, she has footwear ready for them.”
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large numbers of guests, Sephardi and Ashkenazi, were invited to magnificent
luncheons and dinners.... The first time we went to my late father-in-law’s
home, before we entered the house a sacrificial lamb was sacrificed on the
threshold and the meat was distributed to the poor.”

Wedding celebrations

Yehoshua described the different ethnic groups weddings in the Jerusalem
neighborhoods outside the Old City walls: “Although they no longer lived
in the Old City, they took with them, to varying degrees, the spirit and
atmosphere of its Jewish Quarter.” With his Sephardi roots, the author
compared Ashkenazi and Sephardi wedding celebrations. “The moment we
saw our fellow Ashkenazis carrying the four “dringelach” poles with a little
curtain on their ends we knew that a wedding canopy would be erected that
day by one of the neighborhood cisterns and at night we would hear the strains
of an Ashkenazi band, with its two main instruments — flute and drum.” ...
This form of wedding was strange to us. It was held in the open so as to be
blessed by the stars. It was a simple, unadorned affair, unlike our weddings
which were held indoors, with the bride and groom sitting in a flower-
bedecked canopy bed.”

For the Sephardim, Ashkenazi wedding ceremonies were a lugubrious affair.
(“The Ashkenazis’ four canopy poles and the groom’s white kittel were
somewhat reminiscent of a funeral).”

Generally Ashkenazi weddings were held on Fridays, so that guests could get
home speedily without making things economically difficult for their hosts.
Before entering their home, the newly weds distributed coins to the poor who
would bless the young couple.

Both Sephardim and Ashkenazim held the wedding festivities on Saturday
evening, after the end of the Sabbath. Men and women performed traditional
dances in separate rooms to the accompaniment of a drum. There was also the
special bride’s dance, known as the Kasher Tanz or “kosher dance”, in which
the bride held onto the end of a handkerchief. The young couple were regaled
with such things as rhyming songs and feats of bravery to entertain the guests.

Wedding gifts

Avraham Shoshan described the ceremony of announcing the young couple’s
wedding gifts.

“The beadle amused those present “by announcing one by one the guests’



The dowry appraisal day

Yaakov Yehoshua describes the dowry appraisal day as follows:

“On this day, on cords stretched the length and breadth of the room were
displayed all of the bride’s new finery together with her future home’s utensils,
for appraisal and for the their value to be added to the set amount that her
groom was to confer on her until reaching the figure of five times five, for fear
of the evil eye.” The experts who appraised the bride’s dowry performed their
task intelligently and thoughtfully, to both parties’ satisfaction.

After the dowry appraisal, the attire and utensils remained on display for a
while for further examination by the female neighbors and acquaintances.
Then the garments would be taken down and stored in large wooden chests in
preparation for transport to the groom’s home together with a “herb of grace”
plant to ward off the evil eye.

Wedding preparations

In his book on homes and streets in Old Jerusalem, Yaakov Yehoshua
describes how for two weeks before the wedding large quantities of seeds and
nuts would be roasted. Relatives, neighbors and friends began baking almond
cakes, preparing jams, making pink and white almond sweetmeats and other
confections for the festive nuptial meals.

The Sabbath before the wedding

Shushan described the Sabbath before the wedding as the opening of the
nuptial events for an Ashkenazi Jewish man. The groom was called up for
the maftir portion, and his relatives filling the synagogue “showered him with
confetti containing grains of wheat or rice and sugar-coated almonds.” At the
end of the service, the beadle invited the congregation to toast the groom and
partake in his parents’ home of traditional foods including kugel and pickled
vegetables.

Wedding customs

The Jerusalem custom was for a bride to wear no jewelry and not braid her hair
as a way of ensuring that the marriage would be happy and uncomplicated.
Yehoshua Levin, who married the daughter of the wealthy Baghdad merchant
Yehezkel Yehuda, described the sumptuous wedding customs: “All the
wedding rites followed Sephardi customs. On each of the seven feasting days
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form.” Yaakov Yehoshua described the stratagems used by Jerusalem girls in
order to entice a future groom and his relatives: “so as to make themselves
look buxom, they would plump themselves up with pillows beneath their
garments.”

The engagement period

According to Yehoshua, the period between the betrothal and the wedding
was eventful. The future spouses were caught up in preparations for their
nuptials, the bride with preparing her dresses and other attire, and the groom
with establishing himself. This period could be as short as a few months or as
long as a number of years, depending on the couple’s economic circumstances.

Visiting the bride’s home on festive days

As Yehoshua writes, “When the groom visited his fiancée’s home on festive
days, she would adorn herself with all the finery that she had received as gifts,
gladdening her groom and his accompanying family. The bride would offer
her guests sweetmeats that she had prepared herself. How her hands trembled
as she served them on plates. This was the moment when her qualities as
a bride were on show” (neat and level-headed or messy and disorganized,
mannerly and charming or, heaven forfend, awkward and ungainly).

Gifts exchanged by the engaged couple

“Throughout the period of engagement the couple would exchange gifts. On
festivals the bridegroom would send his fiancée trays of sweetmeats, with an
ornament in pride of place; for her part, his bride would send him gifts such as
a Book of Esther, the scroll in a silver case, or a prayer shawl bag embroidered
with her groom’s name.”

The dowry

According to Yaakov Yehoshua, in the case of wealthy families the dowry
included twelve blouses with sleeves, skirts and three pairs of undergarments
of lace and furs. The poor gave fewer garments, “which the woman wore
throughout her life and some of which she might pass on from her dowry to
her daughters when they married.”

The crowning glory of the dowry was the kavisira, an embroidered and lace
throw or cover for the new mother’s bed,

These covers were sometimes donated to synagogues as Torah ark curtains.



described the “respectable ladies who sat and paired off couples and brought
the two sides together in their small rooms. Over a little cup of coffee and
a spoonful of jam, differences were ironed out and matters brought to a
satisfactory conclusion.”

Most matches were readily arranged in accordance with age-old rites.

“First came the practical side — the amount of the dowry, the bride’s garments,
where they would live, the bride-price, to be used as a financial basis for the
couple’s life together. Once both sides reached an agreement, the signing of
a document setting out the financial and logistical “conditions” or tenaim for
the upcoming marriage would take place in the bride’s home.”

Matchmaking stratagems and subterfuges

In his book Three Worlds, Chaim Hamburger described the stratagems and
subterfuges used by his grandfather, Reuven Cohen, in order to “snare” his
father Netta Hirsch as a bridegroom for his daughter, Hamburger’s mother. At
the boy’s barmitzvah “he resolved that the youth, Netta Zvi, would marry his
daughter Rachel who was the same age...”

When favorable comments were made about the boy, Reuven Cohen feared
that he would be beaten to the post by someone else. “So what did he do?
Once he came to the lad’s father, grandfather Moshe, and told him that he
had dreamed that Netta Hirsch married his daughter Rachel. When he saw
that things had gone quiet, he waited a while and then again said that he had
had a dream three nights running that the youth Netta Hirsch had married his
daughter Rachel, as if this were a heaven-sent marriage. The boy’s father, a
naive God-fearing man, said: Perhaps this is the case? And they began talking

about it until they reached an agreement and the match was arranged...”

Stratagems used by mothers-in law

Before the match was settled, a potential mother-in law would bring her future
daughter-in-law a tangled ball of wool and ask her to untangle it. This enabled
her to learn what sort of a girl the bride was: how adroit, patient, persistent
and nimble she was.

Stratagems used by brides
“Since our sisters were slim and slender, they aspired to look plump, as pleased
a man from the Orient, and so they wore skirts... which added shape to their
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Our Weddings: Weddings and the
Old Yishuyv in Jerusalem

Curator | Ora Pikel Tzabari

Historical background

In traditional societies, a wedding is the most important event in a person’s
life.

Descriptions of marriages, from when a boy and a girl reached marriageable
age to the end of the seven days of nuptial feasting, are to be found in the
memoirs of Jerusalemites who lived through the momentous hundred years
that stretches from the mid-nineteenth to the mid-twentieth century. A period
during which innumerable changes took place in how Jerusalem looked, its
rulers, languages, dress and customs.

All these changes inevitably impacted on the people of the Old Yishuv in
Jerusalem and on this crucial event in their lives.

Matches and matchmakers

Jerusalemites’ thoughts were never far from matchmakers. Their pithy
explanation of the four letters that make up the Hebrew word shadchan —
“Speaks lies, takes money” — is well known. Avraham Shoshan described this
in his book “Jerusalem My City” as follows:

“Being a professional matchmaker is not something that can be done by any
Tom. Dick and Harry. With their smooth tongues, their exaggerations, their
enticing and persuasive ways, these well-known figures in Jerusalem life
were basically big talkers.”

The matchmakers recalled by Yaakov Yehoshua were the rabbis, who knew
all the families and proposed matches between their children to parents. He
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